The importance of negative theological forms for Baudrillard's, and later, Derrida's thinking of political representation is highlighted.

The Singular Politics of Derrida and Baudrillard DOI: 10.1057/9781137488565.0007 It may come as something of a surprise after the divergences over the question of the media just outlined that on the question of democracy I will suggest that one can find important parallels, and even a possible line of influence, between Baudrillard and Derrida's thinking of democracy. We have already seen how in Fatal Strategies Baudrillard suggests that the social is no longer accessible and rather we are faced with the negativity of 'the masses' . Baudrillard elaborates the term (which marks his definitive breach with sociology as a discipline) on a number of occasions in works during this period and devotes a short book, In the Shadow of the Silent Majorities, to it. I would suggest that what he engages in here is the application of the apophatic strategy of negative theory to the question of political representation. Negative theology is an important if marginal Christian theological tradition, which argues that we can only speak negatively of God, that he is so excessive of our concepts that we cannot make positive statements about him. Negative theology thus continually talks about God while denying such talk is possible.
1 I would argue that Baudrillard's idea of 'the masses' is a secular reworking of such a procedure: 'substantively different and strategically analogous' .
2 In Impossible Exchange, Baudrillard himself hints at the influence of negative theology on his work, speaking of the operation of apophatic (i.e. negative theological) processes: 'the triumphant epiphany of meaning is supplanted by the silent apophacy of the object and its appearances' .
3 He even goes so far as to say: 'this rough-and-ready phenomenology is a bit like a negative theology ' . 4 What is particularly remarkable is that when Derrida turned to address the question of political representation, a decade or so after Baudrillard first elaborated the crypto-negative theological term 'the masses' , his thinking also draws heavily on negative theology.
5
Before I turn to examine Baudrillard on 'the masses' and the 'silent majorities' and Derrida on 'democracy to come' , I would like to outline a further place of proximity, their shared allegiance to 'the secret' and to highlight its importance for their differing conceptions of public space. Baudrillard first uses the term 'secret' around the time of Fatal Strategies.
6
In a contemporary interview he spoke of that work as seeking to preserve the secret.
7 For him 'the secret' is a persistent and ineradicable resistance to comprehension: 'more invisible than the invisible -this is the secret' .
